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About the Three Alien Amigos

Sorry. I usually have an intro to a comic in the ish it premieres in,
but for number 10 I just forgot. I've been asking Justin to draw something for
me ever since I was in the planning stages of getting Fanboy started, and it's
great to finally get a feature from him. -

Anyone who's checked out Matt Feazelle's "Cynicalman" from the library
probably finds Justin's style somewhat familiar. The Feazelle influence comes
on strong. (Image freaks will be interested to know that Feazelle did a page in
"Geni3 Rave".)

Justin, as you may have guessed, does not attend Regis. He goes to Eau
Claire Lutheran. I generally want this rag to be written and edited by Regi-
sites, but Justin’'s work is so good I couldn't NOT publish it. I1'11 probably’
make more exceptions in the future (I'm Qoping to print some of the work of Rob
Mattison from over at Flea Circus).

Anyhoo, I'm convinced that Justin’'s gonna make it big someday, and for
that and many other reasons I'm proud to call him a friend.
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Funny Animal Artist Profiles: Jim Engel

This is part two of an ongoing series where I profile my favorite
funny animal artists. ("Tip o' the Hat to the Kaz Man" was part 1.) Today: Jim
Engel, professional toy designer and good friend. Jim reads Fanboy on a regular
basis, and has fired back some his own ideas at me on the subject of the new
Disney show "Quack Pack”.

: So why start with Jim Engel? It's the least I can do after all his
support. It still jars my mind that a pro in the comics industry could enjoy
something as amateurish and spur-of-the moment .as Fanboy.

Plus, with Jim's help, I've managed to acquire almost all of the
comics he's done, so I've got a pretty good cross section of his stuff for re-
ference. As Jim once joked at the Chicago Con, "Yeah, I've done some comic book
projects. David's probably the only guy in the entire building who can name 'em
all.”
: Jim's been a professional cartoonist since 1975, if I've gotten my
facts right. Give or take a year. I'm not sure. One of Jim's first art jobs
was as a greeting card artist for a card company in Chicago called Mark I.



',U"my (VIL I

-Jim's first comic strip was Dick Duck, Duck Dick, which apppeared in a
fanzine/trade journal called The Comic Reader. (Tom and Rob were Comic Reader
junkies. I've bought about five dozen issues from their back issue box.) Atong
with Dick Duck, he created Fandom Confidential with fellow TCR staffer Chuck
Fiala (Bullet Crow, Tiny Toons, etc...). FC was a photo comic, only it didn't
suck like most photo comics. It often has me laughing out loud no matter how
many times I've reread it. My favorite episode is a "Stan's Soapbox" thing they
did where Jim put on sunglasses and a bad toupee and pretended to be Stan Lee.
Dick Duck ended in early 1982. According to Jim, "Home and work life at that
point was hectic enough to make doing even a one-pager in my spare time dif-
ficult” A very old Dick Duck story eventually saw print in Eb'nn the Raven no.
6 (1987).

Also on Mr. Engel's resume is an attempt at newspaper syndication In
1986- a comic strip called Buttons which was a sort of domestic remake of Dick
Duck, reminiscent of Mort Walker and Walt Kelly at the same time, with a hint
of Jim's past gag strips such as Pals and Hi and Sy, Those Goofy Geezers. (Eric
Rasmussen loves Hi and Sy. I'll have to get him to do a top ten list on it....)
The strip was rejected. As it was explained by Jim in Amazing Heroes no. 129,
"] made my first attempt at getting syndicated, and did so with an all animal
cast. I did it knowing ahead of time that editors had an aversion to them. I
HAD to do it that way, because if it had flown I'd be faced with DOING it...So
it hadda be animals." Jim's drawings people are good (he can crank out Sp
in 3 seconds flat), but he simply enjoys funny animals more. I feel the s;
way, which is one of the reasons I quit doing "Dave's World" for the Lead;
Telegram. I just can't work with an all-human cast. -
Fortunately, such setbacks haven't kept Jim out of the papers. He& has
been known to draw the Mickey Mouse newspaper strip from time to time. '
Let's see, what else has Engel done...? Oh yeah, he did three strips
for Critters, Leggo Lamb, A Night at the Beanery, and Cat 'n' Dog. He also drew
comic book covers for the Terrytoons and Underdog comics when they were being
published by Spotlight. All too often I've been tricked into buying a mediocre
Mighty Mouse comic under a brilliant Engel cover. Only the covers of Daan
Jippes and Walt Kelly have that same sort of sales-grabbing charm. In addition,
Jim Drew stuff for the Radio Boy comic, something called Pernod and Balboa.as a
back-up feature in Usagi Yojimbo, and worked with TCR guys Chuck Fiala andifMike
Tiefenbacher on the excellent Funny Stuff Stocking stuffer for DC Comics :
He currently works for Simon Marketing where he designs Happy Meé%;Toys

(Remcmber that commemorative Happy Meal Train with all the different charagg-
ters? That's one of Jim's.) and does promotional art of characters like tK
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, The Muppet Babies, and Rocky and Bullwinkle.
ENGEL CHECKLIST
*The Comic Reader, 1978-1982 *Underdog nos. 1,2 (Spotlight)
*Fandom Confidential Collection (Published by Kitchen Sink Press, I think.)
¥Funny Stuff Stocking Stuffer *¥*Amazing Heroes no. 129
¥Critters nos. 18,50 ¥*Eb'nn the Raven no. 6 _ _
*Wacky Squirrel no. 4 (Okay he only did a single drawing, but it's a goo?
-~ === -one!
*Captain Carrot and the Zoo Crew. (I'm not sure which issues.)
*Usagi Yojimbo (Once again, I'm not sure of the issue number.)
*Mighty Mouse and Friends Holiday Special (Spotlight)
¥*Comic Buyers Guide no. 900 . *The Fort Mudge Most nos. 2,3
*Limited Edition Deluxe Universal Studios Monster Portfolio (Yeah, like you
could afford that.)

*Radio Boy (Eclipse)
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